
Dear friends, 
 
In the closure of the Synod on the Family, Pope Francis spoke of some moments of tension and temptation 
during their synodal work.  But he emphasized the grace and the beauty of the confrontation.  He said again that 
the duty of the Successor of Peter is to guarantee the unity of the Church and that of the Bishops is to “nourish 
the flock” and the welcome the wounded ones. 
 
He stressed being on guard against the temptation of “hostile rigidity”….that is, the desire to close one’s self 
Within the “letter” and not to allow one’s self to be surprised by God, by the God of surprises (the Spirit). He 
warned against being closed within the law, within the certitude of that which we know and not of that which 
we still need to learn and achieve.  Since the time of Jesus, it is the temptation of the zealous, of the scrupulous, 
and of the so-called traditionalists of today and also of the intellectuals. 
 
He also cautioned against the temptation of what he calls  “destructive self-righteousness”,  “the temptation of 
the fearful and also of the so-called progressives and liberals….”that in the name of a deceptive mercy that 
bandages the wound without treating and healing it first—which treats the symptoms and not the root cause.” 
 
Pope Francis then cited the “temptation to transform the rock into bread:-- “to break a long fast”, but also to 
transform the “bread into stones” and to cast them at sinners, to transform them into “unbearable burdens.” 
“Thus, the temptation to descend from the Cross .…to please the people and not to fulfill the Will of the Father; 
to yield to the spirit of the world, rather than purify and yield ourselves to the Spirit of God.” 
 
Finally, the temptation to “betray the deposit of faith, considering ourselves no longer guardians but owners and 
masters.”  Or on the other hand, the temptation to betray reality, using a meticulous language “to say many 
things without saying anything.” 
 
“Many commentators—Pope Franic added—have imagined they see a Church in litigation.”   “The Synod,” he 
said with force, “never called into question the fundamental truth of the Sacrament of Matrimony:  the 
indissolubility, the unity, faithfulness and procreativity open to life.”   The Church, he added, is not afraid to let 
Her sleeves be drenched in the oil and wine poured over the wounds of men.” --a Church “that does not look at 
humanity from a glass castle in order to judge and classify persons.” 
 
“This is the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church, composed of sinners who need Its mercy..  This is the 
Church, the true spouse of Christ, that seeks to be faithful to Its Spouse and to His Doctrine.   It is the 
Church that is not afraid  to eat and to drink with prostitutes and publicans (Cf. Luke 15).  The Church 
that has the doors wide open to receive the needy, the penitent and not only the righteous and those who 
consider themselves perfect.!” 
 
“One Church,” he continued, “ that is not ashamed of fallen brothers and pretends not to see them.”:  “Rather, 
that feels involved and almost obligated to lift them up and to encourage them to set out again on the way and to 
accompany them towards the final encounter with Her Spouse in the Heavenly Jerusalem.” 
 
Pope Francis sees the work of the synod and reminds us that it must develop “with Peter and under Peter,” that 
it must give evidence of the Pope’s obligations:  to guarantee the unity of the Church and to care for its Pastors. 
“The Pope, in this context, is not the supreme lord but rather the supreme servant—the servant of the servants of 
God.  He is the guarantor of obedience, of the Church’s conformity to the Will of God, to the Gospel of Christ 
and to the Tradition of the Church, putting aside every personal will, and being—by the Will of Christ 
Himself—the Pastor and supreme Doctor of all the faithful.  (Canon 749), enjoying (benefiting from) the 
ordinary authority that is supreme, full, immediate and universal in the Church.”  
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Let us pray for the Church, for the Holy Father, and for good results from the Synod which will be concluded 
within a year.  Looking upon the Church with faith, guided by the Holy spirit, protected by the Virgin Mary and 
sustained by the charism of Peter should make us trustful and full of hope.  
 
Your Father Livio 
 
 


