
Cantate 12 

Today’s program is entitled “Now Thank We All Our God. 

Thanksgiving Day, presently celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November, has been an annual tradition 
in the United States since 1863. It did not become a federal holiday until 1941. Thanksgiving was 

historically a religious observation to give thanks to God,[1] and is still celebrated as such by many families, 
but is now also considered a secular holiday.[2][3] 

Though the holiday's origins can be traced to harvest festivals which have been celebrated in many 
cultures since ancient times, the American holiday is tied to the deliverance of the English settlers by 

Native Americans after the harsh winter at Plymouth, Massachusetts and that event has become the pre-
eminent foundation story for English North America. 

The First Thanksgiving was celebrated to give thanks to God and the Native Americans for helping the 
pilgrims survive the brutal winter. Although half of the pilgrims who arrived on the Mayflower had already 
died, many more would have had it not been for the Native Americans teaching the pilgrims to harvest 
foods. The first Thanksgiving feast lasted three whole days providing enough food for 53 pilgrims and 90 
Native Americans. The traditional Thanksgiving menu often features turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes and 
pumpkin pie. Americans may eat these foods on modern day Thanksgiving, but the first feast did not 

consist of these items. On the first feast turkey was any type of fowl that the pilgrims hunted. Pumpkin pie 
wasn't on the menu because there were no ovens for baking, but they did have boiled pumpkin. 

Cranberries weren't introduced at this time. Due to the diminishing supply of flour there was no bread of 
any kind. The foods included in the first feast included duck, geese, venison, fish, lobster, clams, swan, 

berries, dried fruit, pumpkin, squash, and many more vegetables  

We begin by listening to two settings of the hymn tune “Nun danket alle Gott” or Now Thank We All our 
God.  The first setting is the Chorale Tune played by The Empire Brass in a transcription from the Bach 
Cantata for Organ and Brass. The Empire Brass enjoys an international reputation as North America's finest 
brass quintet, renowned for its brilliant virtuosity and the unparalleled diversity of its repertoire. The five 
musicians - all of whom have held leading positions with major American orchestras - perform over 100 

concerts a year all over the world. This will be followed by the Bach setting of the Chorale BWV386 sung by 
the Choir of Kings College Cambridge. 

 

Track 1 (1:59) 

Track 2 (2:28) 

Nun danket alle Gott 

Mit Herzen, Mund und Händen, 
Der grosse Dinge thut 

An uns und allen Enden; 

Der uns von Mutterleib 

Und Kindesbeinen an 
Unzählig viel zu gut 

Und noch jetzund gethan. 
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Now all thank God 

with heart, mouth and hands; 
He does great things 

for us and all our purposes; 

He for us from our mother's womb 

and childish steps 
countless great good 

has done and still continues to do.  

Next we will hear John Elliot Gardner conducting the Monteverdi Choir accompanied by the English 
Baroque Soloists on period instruments in Bach’s Cantata on the same hymn tune, this time, his BWV192 

sung in German.  If you would like a translation please visit the website www.radiomaria.us/cantate and 
click on today’s program, Cantata 12 Thanksgiving.  The first movement is for SATB Chorus, the second is 

an Aria for Soprano and Baritone and the third is again SATB chorus. 

Track 3 (5:26) 
 

Track 4 (2:40) 

Track 5  (2:40) 

Track 3.  I. Chorus [Verse 1] (S, A, T, B)  

Now thank ye all our God  

With heart and voice and labor,  
Who mighty things doth work  

For us in ev'ry quarter,  
Who us from mother's womb  
And toddler's paces on  

A countless toll of good  
And still e'en now hath done.  

Track 4. II. Aria [Verse 2] (S, B)  

The ever bounteous God  

Through all our life be willing  
An always joyful heart  

And noble peace to give us,  

And us within his grace  
Maintain for evermore,  

And us from ev'ry want  
Deliver here and there.(1)  

Track 5. III. Chorus [Verse 3] (S, A, T, B)  

Laud, honor, praise to God,  
The Father and the Son now  

And him alike to both  
On the high throne of heaven,  

To God the Three-in-One,  
As he was at the first  

And is and e'er shall be,  
Both now and evermore.  

 

Our next track comes from the Harvest Home CD  which tours the seasons beginning with Jay Ungar & 

Molly Mason originals and traditional tunes performed in small groups (New England dance band, Cajun 
band, Old-Time string band, etc.) followed by The Harvest Home Suite, another take on these themes 

played by Jay & Molly with the Nashville Chamber Orchestra. Also included on the CD are Ungar & Mason 
performing Ashokan Farewell from the award winning soundtrack from Ken Burn’s Documentary “The Civil 

War” with orchestra and Bonaparte's Retreat/Hoedown, a recombination of Copland's orchestral work and 
the fiddle tune that inspired it.  We’ll hear the Harvest Home Suite.  

Track 6 (3:13) 
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Following are two settings of the hymn tune “Kremser” better known as “We Gather Together”.  The  first, by the 

Canadian Brass. The Canadian Brass sprang from modest and highly experimental roots in Toronto, Ontario, in 

1970. The brass quintet was not established as a serious concert ensemble at that time, and it proved an 

irresistible challenge to Gene and Chuck, two of the founding members. Their imagination and consummate 

musicianship eventually elevated the art of the brass quintet to what it is today. With over three decades under 

their belts, Canadian Brass continues to fill concert halls and thrill audiences around the world. And, they don't 

look like letting up anytime soon! The second setting is a setting arranged by Stephen Paulus and sung by the Dale 

Warland Sings on their CD “Harvest Home”. 

Track 7 (2:15) 

Track 8  (3:38) 

1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; 
Sing praises to His Name; He forgets not His own.  

2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning;  
Thou, Lord, were at our side, all glory be Thine!  

3. We all do extol Thee, Thou Leader triumphant,  
And pray that Thou still our Defender will be; 
Let Thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

Listen again to the Dale Warland Singers sing Carol Barnett’s McKay (from An American Thanksgiving).  
This piece was commissioned and premiered by the Dale Warland Singers in 2003 and consists of three 

tunes arranged from the Sacred Harp, the collection of Appalachian hymns and devotional songs first 
published in 1844.  She says she tried to capture “the same spirited rhythms and earthy, forthright 

harmonies” of the originals.  Sacred Harp songs often feature the melody in the tenor line, so McKay, the 
piece on this program, begins with a tenor solo; more voices join him until that single stream of sound 

grows into a big 8-part cataract depicting “the rivers of delight.”  

Track 9 (3:25) 

O the transporting, rapturous scene that rises to my sight! 

Sweet fields arrayed in living green, and rivers of delight. 
There gen’rous fruits that never fail on trees immortal grown,  

There rocks and hills and brooks and vales with milk and honey flow.  
Samuel Stennet, 1787. 



The National Philharmonic Orchestra was a British orchestra created exclusively for recording purposes. It 

was founded by RCA producer Charles Gerhardt and orchestra leader / contractor Sidney Sax due in part to 
the requirements of the Reader's Digest. The orchestra has been featured on the soundtrack of many films 

(particularly those scored by Jerry Goldsmith) as well as a selection of Star Wars suites from the John 
Williams catalogue. Bernard Hermann regularly used the orchestra for recordings of his film work.  

Kenneth Schermerhorn conducted the orchestra on the soundtrack of Baryshnikov's production The 

Nutcracker, a staging of Tchaikovsky's ballet which became a television classic, after being presented live 
onstage. The orchestra also provided the music for the stage production.  

The London Philharmonic Choir was founded in 1947 as the chorus for the London Philharmonic Orchestra.  
Working under a multitude of famous conductors, the Choir has always met with critical acclaim. Now 

widely regarded as one of the nation's finest choirs, they perform regularly with world-class orchestras at 
major venues and festivals throughout the year. Listen as they sing “For the Beauty of the Earth”.  

Following the London Choir will be John Rutter’s setting of “For the Beauty of the Earth” sung by the 

Cambridge Singers from the CD “The Choral Works of John Rutter”.  

Track 10 (2:36) 

Track 11 (3:44) 

For the beauty of the earth, 
For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 

Over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour  
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale , and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon and stars of light, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, 

Pleasures pure and undefiled, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 

 
For each perfect gift of thine, 
To our race so freely given, 
Graces human and divine , 

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For thy Church which evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering up on every shore 

Her pure sacrifice of love, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 

 

Next are two anthems from the CD The Great Thanksgiving: Hymns and Songs of Thanks and Brotherhood 

sung by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.  First we’ll hear the Pilgrims’ Chorus  from Richard Wagner’s 
Tannhauser, sung by the men of the Chorus,  then the hymn tune Old 100th to the text, “All People That On 

Earth do Dwell” by the full choir.  
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Track 13 (3:23) 

Once more with joy O my home I may meet 

Once more ye fair, flowr'y meadows I greet 
My Pilgrim's staff henceforth may rest 

Since Heaven's sweet peace is within my .  

The sinner's ̀ plaint on high was heard 
On high was heard and answered by the Lord 
The tears I laid before His shrine 

Are turned to hope and joy divine.  

O Lord eternal praise be Thine!  

The blessed source of Thy mercy overflowing  
On souls repetant seek Ye, all-knowing 

Of hell and death, I have no fear 

O my Lord is ever near  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Forevermore 

Track 14 (3:00) 

1. All people that on earth do dwell,  

 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.   
 Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;  

 come ye before him and rejoice. 
 

2. Know that the Lord is God indeed;  
 without our aid he did us make;  
 we are his folk, he doth us feed,  
 and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

3. O enter then his gates with praise;  
 approach with joy his courts unto;  

 praise, laud, and bless his name always,  
 for it is seemly so to do. 

 
4. For why! the Lord our God is good;  

 his mercy is forever sure;  
 his truth at all times firmly stood,  
 and shall from age to age endure.  

 



Theater Of Voices is one of world's foremost vocal ensembles and annually tours throughout the United States 

and Europe. Founder and artistic director Paul Hillier created the group to be flexible in number, focusing on three 

main areas of specialty: medieval and renaissance polyphony, Anglo American folk psalmody (including the Shape 

Note tradition), and contemporary composers of the "new tonality" school. Listen as they sing from a medieval 

anonymous composer, Benedicamus Domino.  

Track 15 (4:22) 

 

Benedicamus Domino, alleluja. 

Deo dicamus gratias, alleluja.  

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia. 
Let us give thanks to God, alleluia.  

I end today’s program with the United States Marine Band playing, America the Beautiful from their CD “One 

Nation Under God: Instrumental Songs of Inspiration”. 

Track 16 (3:50) 

Thank you for listening again today and I hope you’ve enjoyed this edition of Cantate.  I leave you with this prayer:  

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: Amen.  

 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of 
earth and sky and sea; for the richness of mountains, plains, 
and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. 
We praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may 
safeguard them for our posterity. Grant that we may continue  
to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation,  
to the honor and glory of your Name, now and for ever. Amen. 


