
CANTATE 

 PROGRAM #2 

This program is devoted to the music program at St. James Cathedral in Seattle and the music from a CD 

entitled Great Music for Great Cathedrals.  Here is a little information about the music program at St. James.   

The dedication of the Cathedral in Seattle was in 1907.  The music director/organist at the time was Dr. 

Franklin Palmer who also played the great Hutchings-Votey organ in the east apse of the Cathedral for the first 

time.  Dr. Palmer served for the next 28 years.  In 1927, a new Cassavant pipe organ was installed in the 

Gallery with the console controlling both the new and the old organ.  The great Pietro a Yon (composer of the 

ever favorite Christmas carol, Gesu Bambino) of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York City gave the dedicatory 

recital. 

When Dr. James Savage was hired in 1981, the glories of the Cathedral’s music program were largely glories of 

the past.  The magnificent organs were in bad shape; the choirs and cantors needed leadership.  Within a few 

years, Savage turned the music program around, establishing the men’s chant choir, the Women of St. James 

Schola, and, later, the Youth Music Program.    The great music program begun by Dr. Palmer in 1907 is now as 

vibrant and alive as ever, with 7 choirs for children and adults, a Chamber Orchestra and Brass Ensemble, and 

(not least) 2 incredibly talented full-time organists, the highly-respected Cathedral Soloists, and a cadre of 

some the best cantors around.  It is no wonder the National Pastoral Musicians named James Savage their 

“Pastoral Musician of the Year” in 2002.  He also oversaw the restoring and rebuilding of the Hutchings-Votey 

organ in 1996 by the Marceau & Associates Pipe Organ Builders, Portland, OR and the installation of The 

Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy Millennium Organ by the Manuel Rosales firm, Los Angeles, CA in 2000 which 

incorporated some of the pipework from the original 1927 Cassavant.  I was in Seattle for a National 

Conference of the American Guild of Organists and heard this organ just after it was installed.  I can attest to 

its beauty. 

In 1986, the Cathedral’s music program presented the first Great Music for Great Cathedrals.  It was conceived 

as a way of celebrating-and reclaiming-the role cathedrals have played throughout history in art, culture, and 

life.  From that comes today’s program…..Now to the music. 

************** 

The Cathedral Chant Choir, Lorin Wingate, Cantor and the South Tower Bells in the Pentecost text “Veni 

Creator Spiritus.”   

1. Veni Creator Spiritus  (2:19) 

************** 

 



 

The Seattle Girls’ Choir, The Cathedral Choir of Men, The Cathedral Brass, Joseph Adam, associate 

Organist/Choir Directore on the East Apse Organ, Loren Ponten, Gallery Conductor and Ellen Henderson on 

the Gallery Organ in Jean Langlais’ Kyrie from Missa “Salve Regina” written for Choir, Brass and two organs. 

2. Kyrie  (2:44) 

 

**************** 

Cathedral Choir  

 

3. Ubi Caritas (2:29) 

 

The Cathedral Choir and Joseph Adam on the Gallery Organ  

4. A”Eripe me” (4:57) 

Eripe me de inimicis meis, Domine .      Rescue me, Lord, from my enemies 

Ad te confugi, doce me facere voluntatem tuam. I have fled to you for refuge. Teach me to do your 

will. 

Eripe me, qui a Deus meus es tu.     Rescue me, for you are my God. 

 

**************** 

The Women of St. James Schola, Ann Glusker, Cantor 

5. Pange lingue (1:30) 

**************** 

The Cathedral Choir and Cathedral Brass & Woodwinds  

6.  Agnus Dei (6:06) 

 

**************** 

 

 

The Cathedral Choir, Howard Fankhauser, tenor, Norman Smith, Bass, Mathew Wilkins and Joseph Adam, 

piano and Nancy Zylstra on percussion. “O Lord, save thy people” from Bern Herbolsheimer’s TE DEUM. 

 

6. “O Lord, save thy people (3:36) 

 



**************** 

 

The Cathedral Brass, The Cathedral Choir and Joseph Adam at the Positive Organ perform “March” and “Thou 

knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts” from Funeral Music for Queen Mary. 

 

7. “March” and “Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts”  (4:18) 

Thou knowest Lord, the secrets of our hearts: shut not thy merciful ears unto our prayers: but spare us, Lord 

most holy. O God most mighty, O holy and most merciful Savior, thou most worthy Judge Eternal, suffer us 

not at our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall from thee. Amen 

 

**************** 

 

The Cathedral Choir Men, Lorin Wingate, Cantor, Howard Fankhauser & Dan Dunne, Tenors, and 
Matthew Wilkins, Baritone singing Biebl’s  Ave Maria (Angelus Domini) 

 

8. Ave Maria (Angelus Domini) (5:04) 

 

**************** 

 

 

The beautiful 10th C Chant, Ave maris stella is sung by the Women of St. James Schola, Ann Glusker, cantor. 

 

9. Ave Maris Stella (1:51) 

Hail ocean’s star, God’s Mother dear, Likewise ever virgin, Blest heavenly gate.  Prasie be to God the 

Father, Prise be to Christ, the Most Hight, and to the Holy Spirit, To the three in one, be honor equally. 

Amen. 

 

**************** 

 

John Tavener born in 1944 is best known for his anthem “Song for Athene” which was sung by the 

Westminster Abbey Choir at the cortege of Princess Diana’s casket from the Abbey. Today we hear the St. 

James Cathedral Choir sing one of the two hymns he wrote in his grief over his mother’s death in 1985.   

10. Hymn to the Mother of God (3:12) 

In You, O Woman full of Grace, the angelic choirs, and the human race, all creation rejoices. O sanctified 

Temple, myustical Paradis, and glory of Virgins.  In You, O Woman full of Grace, all creation rejoices. All praise 

be to You! 

 



**************** 

Joseph Adam at the Rosales Organ playing “Naiades from Pieces de Fantaisie, Op. 55 by Louis Vierne. 

 

11. “Naiades” (4:36) 

 

 

**************** 

 

Our last selection sung by the Cathedral Choir comes to us from the English Choral Tradition by Sir Hubert H. 

Parry.  The text is Psalm 122 ….I was glad when they said unto me, We will go into the house of the Lord. Our 

feet shall stand in thy gates O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity in itself. O pray for the 

peace of Jerusalem; They shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and plenteousness within thy 

palaces.  By the way, Sir Parry died in 1918 after contracting the Spanish flu during the infamous global 

pandemic. 

 

12. I was glad (6:23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


