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CANTATE 8 

 THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN 
THE FEAST OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS (MICHAELMAS) 

Good afternoon and welcome to CANTATE. My name is Lynn Bauman, and I’m coming to you from our studios in 

Alexandria, LA. I am glad to be back again as your host for this program devoted to the world of sacred music, 

both choral and instrumental. If you are enjoying these programs of sacred music I would ask you to call or email 

Radio Maria and let them know.  You may phone 888-408-0201 or email cds@radiomaria.org. I want to thank my 

friend Roy Rosenthal for his help in presenting this program today. 

 In the Christian tradition, the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels is observed on September 29. The word ANGEL is 
derived from the Greek ANGELOS, which means “messenger”. There are nine orders in the hierarchy of these spiritual 
beings beginning with the lowest: ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, VIRTUES, DOMINIONS, THRONES, 
CHERUBIM and finally the highest, SERAPHIM.   

************** 

The prophet, Isaiah, had a remarkable vision of the heavenly realm, as depicted in the 6th Chapter of the Book of Isaiah.  
His celestial vision depicts the highest order of angels, SERAPHIM. The name, SERAPHIM, is associated with the Hebrew 
verb which means “to burn”, suggesting that the SERAPHIM burn with devotion for God. The SERAPHIM, from Isaiah’s 
vision, have six wings. Listen to the anthem, IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED written by the 20th Century organist 
and composer, David McK. Williams. The music is decidedly evocative of the angels flying about the throne of God. The 
choir of Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, is directed by John Fenstermaker and Christopher Putnam is the organist. The 
CD is THE WORLDS ABOVE. 

 

TRACK 1 – IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED 
7:46 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his  
glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe 
is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes 
have seen the king, the Lord of Hosts. Then flew one of the seraphim, having a live coal in this hand, which he had taken with 
the tongs from off the altar; and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched my lips, and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin is purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I, send me. 
          Isaiah 6: 1-8 
 

************** 

Divine interaction with humanity is often heralded by angels in the Bible. Three angels are mentioned by name in 
Scripture—Michael, whose name means “who is like God”; Gabriel, whose name means “strength of God”; and Raphael, 
whose name means “God heals”. Although not mentioned in the Old or New Testaments, the fourth archangel (from 
Hebrew Rabbinic tradition) is Uriel, whose name means “light of God”. 
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 In the Gospel According to Luke, the Archangel, Gabriel, appeared and announced to Mary that she was to bear the Son 
of God. As the very first CANTATE program was devoted to Mary’s magnificent prayer of acceptance of this news in 
Sacred Scripture, let us move on to another example of angelic visitation.  

Again, in the Gospel According to Luke, a host of angels appeared to a band of lowly shepherds and proclaimed the good 
news of the birth of the Savior. 

The great composer, Heinrich Schütz, was Court Kapellmeister in Dresden, Germany during the 17th Century. Schütz 
composed his THE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST (SWV 435) as a commission by the Elector, Joann Georg II. 
Listen now to the section wherein the angelic host announces the glad tidings of the Savior’s birth to a bewildered group 
of shepherds. The London based Gabrieli Consort and Players is directed by Paul McCreesh. 

TRACKS 2, 3 & 4 – THE ANGEL TO THE SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELD from THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST 
5:16 

 
DER ENGEL: Fürchtet euch nicht. Siehe, ich verkündige euch grosse Freude, die allem Volk widerfahren wird. Denn euch ist 
heute der Heiland geborn, welcher ist Christus, der herr, in der Stadt Davids. Und dies habt zum Zeichen: ihr werdet finden 
das Kind in Windeln gewickelt und in einer Krippen liegen. 

EVANGELIST: Und alsbald war da be idem Engel die Menge der himmlischen Heerschaaren, die lobeten Gott und sprachen: 

DIE MENGE DER ENGEL: Ehre sei Gott in der Höhe, Friede auf Erden und den Menschen ein Wohlgefallen. 

 

THE ANGEL: Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

EVANGELIST: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

CHORUS OF THE ANGELS: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

          Luke 2: 10-14 

****************** 

 

Angels ministered to Jesus after his temptation in the wilderness and also before his arrest and crucifixion. And in the 

Gospel According to John, angels were present to announce to Mary Magdalene that Christ had risen from the dead. 

Listen now to Andrea Gabrieli‘s stirring setting of the words from John’s Gospel where Mary encounters the two angels 

inside the empty tomb. Again, the London based Gabrieli Consort and Players is directed by Paul McCreesh. The CD is 

VENETIAN EASTER MASS. 

 

 

TRACK 5 – MARIA STABAT AD MONUMENTUM 

4:45 

 

Maria stabat ad monumentum foris, plorans, Dum ergo fleret, inclinavit se, et prospexit in monumentum: et vidit duos 

angelos in albis, sedentes, unum ad caput, et unum ad pedes, ubi positum fuerat corpus Jesu. Dicunt ei illi: Mulier, quid 

ploras? Dicit eis: Quia tulerunt Dominum meum: et nescio ubi posuerunt eum. 
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Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, 

sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

          John 20: 11-13 

 

**************** 

Hymnody in the Christian tradition is full of reference to the messengers of God.  Listen to CHRIST, THE FAIR GLORY OF 

THE ANGELS. The translation of this 9th Century Latin text is by Athelstan Riley. The music is CAELITES PLAUDANT, a 

melody from ANTIPHONER, 1728 and harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams. The Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 

(New York, Fifth Avenue) is under the direction of Gerre Hancock, now Music Director Emeritus. The CD is CHRIST THE 

FAIR GLORY OF THE ANGELS. 

 

 

TRACK 6 – CHRIST, THE FAIR GLORY OF THE ANGELS 

5:17 

 

Christ, the fair glory of the holy angels, 

Maker of all things, ruler of all nations,  

Grant of thy mercy unto us thy servants 

Steps up to heaven. 

 

Send thing archangel Michael to our succor; 

Peacemaker blessed, may he banish from us 

Striving and hatred, so that for the peaceful 

All things may prosper. 

 

Send thine archangel Gabriel, the mighty; 

Herald of heaven, may he, from us mortals 

Drive every evil, watching o’er the temples 

Where thou art worshipped. 

 

Send from the heavens Raphael thine archangel, 

Health bringer blessed, aiding every sufferer, 

That, in thy service, he may wisely guide us, 

Healing and blessing. 

 

May the blest Mother of our God and Savior, 

May the celestial company of angels, 

May the assembly of the saints in heaven, 

Help us to praise thee. 

 

Father Almighty, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

God ever blessed, hear our thankful praises: 

Thine is the glory which from all creation 
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Ever ascendeth. 

 

**************** 

Angels are often depicted with musical instruments. Listen to this incredible African-American spiritual, OVER MY HEAD I 

HEAR MUSIC. The soprano is Kathleen Battle. The CD is LIVE AT CARNEGIE HALL. 

 

 

TRACK 7 – OVER MY HEAD I HEAR MUSIC 

3:11 

 

Over my head I hear music in the air. 

There must be a God somewhere. 

 

 

**************** 

 

The second highest order of angels is the cherubim. In Ezekiel’s startling vision of the Temple, the Cherubim are 

described as part human and part animal. The text of the Offertory hymn, LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE, is 

derived from The Liturgy of Saint James, which is the oldest complete form of the Divine Liturgy still in use today among 

the Christian churches.  Listen to the hymn recorded live at The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine in New York. The 

organ abruptly drops out on the third verse and the medieval technique of organum (singing a fifth above the melody 

line) is used to punctuate the text. At the end of the verse, the organ returns with a crescendo improvisation while the 

Eucharistic altar and elements are incensed. In the concluding fourth verse, the sopranos sing a soaring descant ending 

up on a high B flat on the final word, High. 

 

The organist is Dorothy Papadakos, the Choir of The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine and the descant is by Paul 

Halley. The CD is DOROTHY OVER THE RAINBOW. 

 

 

TRACK 8 – LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE 

5:22 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

Our full homage to demand. 

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood 

He will give to all the faithful 

His own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the hosts of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 



5 

As the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish 

As the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six winged; cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 

**************** 

The great Venetian master, Claudio Monteverdi, composed his monumental VESPERS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN and it was 

first performed in the Basilica of St. Mark in Venice in August, 1613. Listen now to a movement from the VESPERS 

beginning with two voices and ending with a trio of three voices.  In the duet, the writing is so descriptive of the text in 

that you can hear the two Seraphim calling to one another. Monteverdi makes use, also, of a Baroque period musical 

ornamentation known as the “goat’s trill”—multiple rapid beats of the same note. The soloists, from The Monteverdi 

Choir, are Mark Tucker, Nigel Robson and Sandro Naglia. The conductor is John Eliot Gardiner. The CD is VESPERS OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN. 

 
 

TRACK 9 – DUO SERAPHIM 
6:43 

Duo Seraphim clamabant alter ad alterum: 
Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Plena est omnis terra Gloria eius. 

Tres sunt, qui testimonium dant in coelo: 
Pater, Verbum et Spiritus Sanctus. 

Et hi tres unum sunt. 
Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Plena est omnis terra Gloria eius. 

 

Two Seraphim called to one another: 
Holy, holy is the Lord God of Hosts. 
The whole earth is full of his glory. 

There are three that testify in Heaven: 
The Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; 

And these three are one. 
Holy is the Lord of Hosts. 

The whole earth is full of his glory. 
                                         Isaiah 6: 3;  1 John 5: 7 

 

 

**************** 
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The incomparable Johann Sebastian Bach wrote three cantatas for The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. Listen now to 

the opening chorus of BWV 19 which tells of the war that broke out in heaven between the forces of good and evil. It is 

St. Michael and the forces of good who prevail. The Monteverdi Choir and English Baroque Soloists are directed by John 

Eliot Gardiner. The CD is BACH CANTATAS, VOL 7. 

 

TRACK 10 - Cantata ES ERHUB SICH EIN STREIT, BWV 19 

3:50 

Es erhub sich ein Streit. 

Die rasende Schlange, der höllische Drache 

Stürmt wider den Himmel mit wütender Rache. 

Aber Michael bezwingt, 

Und die Schar, die ihn umringt 

Stürzt des Satans Grausamkeit. 

There arose a great strife. 
The furious serpent, the dragon infernal,  

Now storms against heaven with passionate vengeance.  

But Saint Michael wins the day,  

And the host which follows him  

Strikes down Satan's cruel might. 

 

 

**************** 

 

Listen to an aria for soprano from Bach’s BWV 149, which sings of the protection of the angels of God. The soprano, 

Malin Hartelius, and the English Baroque Soloists, again, are directed by John Eliot Gardiner. The CD is BACH CANTATAS, 

VOL. 7. 

 

 

TRACK 11 – Cantata MAN SINGET MIT FREUDEN VOM SIEG IN DEN HÜTTEN DER GERECHTEN, BWV 149 

5:06 

Gottes Engel weichen nie, 
Sie sind bei mir allerenden. 

    Wenn ich schlafe, wachen sie, 
    Wenn ich gehe, 
    Wenn ich stehe, 

    Tragen sie mich auf den Händen. 

God’s own angels never yield,  
They are present all about me. 

At my sleeping, they keep watch,  
At my going,  
At my rising,  

In their hands do they support me. 
 

 

 

**************** 

 

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976), the great 20th Century British composer, was received a commission from the BBC to 

write an extended work for the celebration of Michaelmas Day in 1937. The work is entitled THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN. 

The work is in three parts: Part 1=Before the Creation; Part 2=Angels in Scripture; Part 3=Angels in Common Life and at 

Our Death.  Listen now to the final movement entitled YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES. This is a beautiful 

harmonization of the familiar hymn ending quietly with the words, “Heav’n is here and the angels of Heav’n. Amen.” 
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Boston’s Back Bay Chorale and Orchestra and the Marsh Chapel Choir of Boston are under the direction of Julian 

Wachner. The soprano is Anne Harley and the tenor is William Hite. The CD is THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN. 

 

 

TRACK 12 - YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES 

5:13 

 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 

Bright Seraphs, Cherubim and Thrones 

Raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 

Cry out Dominions, Princedoms, Powers, 

Virtues, Archangels, Angels’ choirs, Alleluia! 

O higher than the Cherubim, 

More glorious than the Seraphim, 

Lead their praises, Alleluia! 

Thou Bearer of th’eternal Word, 

Most gracious, magnify the Lord, Alleluia! 

 

O friends, in gladness let us sing, 

Supernal anthems echoing, Alleluia! 

To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One, Alleluia! 

 

Heav’n is here and the angels of Heav’n. Amen. 

 

 

**************** 

 

I hope you have enjoyed this program in honor of St. Michael and All Angels. I am your host, Lynn Bauman, and I leave 

you with this prayer: 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Amen. 

 

“Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of angels and mortals: 

Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your appointment they may 

help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. Amen. ”  
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ARCHANGELS-ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL, SHREVEPORT 


