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Am I ready to adjust my life to welcome Jesus?
Reflecting on the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne on July 26
By Fr. Dan Reehil
RM National Priest Director

May 25, 2022
Message to Marija
“Dear children!
I am looking at you
and thanking God for
each of you, because
He permits me to still
be with you, to encourage you to holiness.
Little children, peace
is disturbed and satan
wants peacelessness.
That is why, may your
prayer be even stronger so that every unclean spirit of division and war may be
stilled. Be builders of
peace and carriers of
joy of the Risen One in
you and around you,
for the good to win in
every man. Thank you
for having responded
to my call.”
Note: These messages are not yet recognized by the Catholic Church as having a
supernatural origin.

July 26 is the Feast Day of
Sts. Joachim and Anne. This is the
“feast of grandparents.” It reminds
grandparents of their responsibility to establish a tone for generations to come: They must make
the traditions alive and offer them
as a promise to little children. But
the feast has a message for the
younger generation as well. It reminds the young that older people’s greater perspective, depth
of experience, and appreciation of
life’s profound rhythms are all part
of a wisdom not to be taken lightly
or ignored. This feast day is especially dear to me as I was ordained
on this day eight years ago; so it
is the anniversary of my priestly
ordination.
Many people and images
come to mind when we think of
Christ’s Incarnation: Joseph and
Mary on the road to Bethlehem, the
shepherds hurrying to the stable,
the magi scanning the night sky
for that wondrous star. But there is
another set of people who played a
key role in Jesus’ birth: his grandparents, Joachim and Anne.

holy couple. They were entrusted
with the mission of creating a loving, nurturing home environment
for the girl who would become the
virgin Mother of God.

Perhaps there is a good reason why we don’t think about them:
Scripture tells us nothing about
Mary’s parents! Even their names
come from a second-century document that combines legendary material along with details that may
well be historical. Still, there is a
long tradition that celebrates this

If we ponder Jesus’ birth with
Anne and Joachim in mind, we can
learn a lot. Take, for instance, this
familiar passage from the Gospel of Matthew, and read it from
Joachim and Anne’s point of view:
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they
lived together, she was found with

child through the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18)
Were Mary’s parents the first
ones to discover that she was “with
child”? The Gospels focus on the
essentials of the story without filling in the details, so we don’t know
how Anne and Joachim reacted
to Mary’s pregnancy—or even if
they were alive to hear of it. Still,
we can imagine various scenarios.
Maybe they regretted arranging a
Continued on page 2
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good marriage for their daughter.
Maybe they were confused at first;
this was a once in forever event!
Since we honor Joachim and Anne
as saints, we can assume that like
Joseph, they were guided by the
Holy Spirit to the right conclusion
and came to support Mary in her
courageous yes. But surely this
unexpected and miraculous event
took some time to understand and
adjust to.
The reality of Mary’s pregnancy addresses each of us, too.
It calls us to ask: “Am I ready to
adjust my life to welcome Jesus? Can I let his birth bring me
something new, something more
than what I expected from God last
year—or ten years ago?” As we
ponder Joachim and Anne awaiting their Divine grandson, perhaps
we will gain new openness to
God’s surprises.
Anne and Joachim are often
invoked as patrons of married couples who struggle with infertility.
This is because an ancient manuscript depicts them as having been
childless for decades. According
to this source, the couple sought
God’s intervention for a very long
time, begging Him together for the
gift of a child.
Waiting for God to answer
prayer is an experience we can all
relate to. I waited eighteen months
for the Lord to call me to priest-
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hood after my conversion back to
the church. And then I began a
very circuitous route on my way to
ordination that took twelve years.
I think of my mother praying for decades for her parents
to come back to the faith, which
they eventually did – in miraculous
ways.
In the end, this couple’s long,
shared journey of faith-filled waiting only added to their joy when
Mary was born. According to an
old tradition, they presented her in
the Temple, filled with thanksgiving
at what God had done for them.
Since Mary is a gift to us as well,
we can rejoice along with them.
This passage, from an eighthcentury sermon by St. John Damascene, captures that joy:
Joachim and Anne, how
blessed a couple! All creation is
indebted to you. For at your hands,
the Creator was offered a gift excelling all other gifts: a chaste
mother, who alone was worthy of
him. And so, rejoice, Anne, that
you were sterile and have not
borne children; break forth into
shouts, you who have not given
birth. Rejoice, Joachim, because
from your daughter a child is born
for us, a son is given us, whose
name is Messenger of great counsel and universal salvation, mighty
God. For this child is God.

Allan J. Smith has been hosting a Bishop Sheen Show on the
radio since 2012. His programs
reflect on the teachings of Bishop
Sheen and how they continue to
be relevant in our world today. His
program Bishop Sheen Presents
is broadcast across 20 stations
throughout the United States and
Canada and is expected to be
added to the Radio Maria networks
in England, Ireland, Australia, India, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Phillippines,
Australia and Papua New Guinea.
Smith is the host and producer at Radio Maria Canada. He is
founder and executive director at
the School of Sheen and is founder
and executive director at the Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Mission
Society of Canada.
Bishop Fulton John Sheen
was an American bishop of the
Catholic Church known for his
preaching and especially his work
on television and radio.
Ordained a priest of the Diocese of Peoria in 1919, Sheen

quickly became a renowned theologian, earning the Cardinal Mercier Prize for International Philosophy in 1923.
For 20 years as “Father
Sheen,” later monsignor, he hosted
the night-time radio program The
Catholic Hour on NBC (1930–
1950) before moving to television
and presenting Life is Worth Living
(1952-1957). His final presenting
role was on the syndicated The
Fulton Sheen Program (19611968) with a format very similar
to that of the earlier Life is Worth
Living show.
For this work, Sheen
twice won an Emmy Award for
Most Outstanding Television
Personality, and was featured on
the cover of Time magazine. Starting in 2009, his shows were being
re-broadcast on the EWTN and
the Trinity Broadcasting Network’s Church Channel cable
networks. Due to his contribution
to televised preaching, Sheen is
often referred to as one of the
first televangelists.
Learn more about the extraordinary common sense teachings of
Bishop Fulton Sheen every Friday
at 2 p.m. Central/3 p.m. Eastern
when Allan J. Smith hosts Bishop
Sheen Presents on Radio Maria.

Novena to St. Anne, July 17 - 25

Although Saint Anne is not mentioned in the Bible, she is the holy
mother of Mary and grandmother
of Jesus. When we pray the St.
Anne Novena, we are asking help
from our Blessed Mother’s mother!
Saint Anne’s feast day is on
July 26th, so the St. Anne Novena
is traditionally started on July 17th
— but you can pray it anytime.
Devotion to St. Anne began
early in the history of the Catholic Church. As she was favored
by God to become the mother of
the holy Virgin Mary, she is often
invoked as the Patron of mothers
as well as for relationships, among
other things.
Read more at: praymorenovenas.
com/st-anne-novena

Day 1

I ask that you pray for me to wait
with hope as you did, and to wait
with greater faith.
Please pray that God will give me
the strength to establish the certainty in my mind that He does love
me, and that He does have a special plan for me.

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!
I come to you today knowing that
you know what it’s like to wait on
God to answer your heart’s greatest desires.

But most of all, please pray that I
may be open to God’s will the way
that you were, and that I will be
able to wait with patience, perseverance in faith and hope, and with
absolute trust in the Lord’s plan for
me. Amen.

I come to you today asking that
you will ask God to grant my petition the way that He granted yours.
I ask that you pray, St. Anne, to ask
Our Lord to have mercy and favor
on me.

But most of all, please pray that I
may be open to God’s will the way
that you were, and that I will be
able to wait with patience, perseverance in faith and hope, and with
absolute trust in the Lord’s plan for
me. Amen.

Day 2

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!

Allan Smith is a presenter for the new program Bishop Sheen Presents.

I ask that you pray for me to have
greater trust in God’s plan while I
wait for His answer to my prayer.

Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here)

Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).

(Portions of this essay have
been taken from The Word Among
Us)

But most of all, please pray that I
may be open to God’s will the way
that you were, and that I will be
able to wait with patience, perseverance in faith and hope, and with
absolute trust in the Lord’s plan for
me. Amen.

I come to you today knowing that
you waited for decades for God to
answer your prayer.

Please pray that I may be able to
live in the present, and not to dwell
on the past or the future.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).
But most of all, please pray that I
may be open to God’s will the way
that you were, and that I will be
able to wait with patience, perseverance in faith and hope, and with
absolute trust in the Lord’s plan for
me. Amen.

Day 4

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!
I come to you today asking that you
will pray today for my relationship
with our Lord.

Day 3

I realize that there are many times
I fail to come to Him.

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!

I know that I should give Him more
of my time.

I come to you today asking that you
pray for me to see God’s goodness
in my life, just the way that it is.

I want to have a better relationship
with Him.

It is easy for me to forget about the
blessings that do exist in my life
while I pray for another one.
It is easy for me to forget about the
beauty that does exist in my life
while I focus on what is lacking.
Instead, I ask you to please pray
for me today that I may be present
in each moment, and that I may be
open to seeing God’s goodness,
beauty, and loving hand in my day
-- just as it is.

Please pray that I will not turn away
from God during this time of waiting for my answered prayer. On the
contrary, please pray that I will use
this time to grow closer to Him; to
devote more of my time, more of
my heart and more of my mind to
Him.
Please pray that I will become better at looking to Him and turning to
Him in everything.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here ).

Day 5

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!
I come to you today asking that you
will pray that the love in my heart
will grow continuously for our Lord.
It is too easy for me to be lured and
tempted by the things of this world,
and sometimes, even by the things
my heart desires most.
I ask that you help me to remember
that this world is my ship and not
my home, and please pray that I
may keep my eyes focused on the
Lord and on eternity in Heaven.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).
But most of all, please pray that I
may be open to God’s will the way
that you were, and that I will be
able to wait with patience, perseverance in faith and hope, and with
absolute trust in the Lord’s plan for
me. Amen.

Day 6

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual
grandmother. Please pray for me!
I come to you today with my heartache and pain. It hurts right now
to not have what I most desire. It
hurts to feel as though God has
forgotten me in my waiting.
I ask that you pray for me today
that God will heal the hurt that exists within me, and that He will use
the suffering that I have been enduring, for His greater glory.
Continued on page 6
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Heroes of Faith
Issac Longworth

The Flame of Love (1st, 3rd, 5th)
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Fr. John O'Brien
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Fr. John O'Brien

Divine Mercy: Diary of St.
Faustina Kowalska

Joseph Iannuzzi

Learning to Live in God's
Devine Will

The Catholic Take
Fr. Peter Pilsner

Cynthia Zack, Laura Riccardi and
Brother Nicholas Riccardi

Mary, Mother and Queen of
The Divine Will

Marta Varga

Good Night, Good Day

Heroes of Faith
Issac Longworth
Battle Ready
Fr. Dan Reehil

Allan Smith

Bishop Sheen Presents

Thomas Zordani

Faith and Finance

Pro-Life Activism from
Creation to Death
Hugh Brown

for the World Ann Vucic

Aim High Fr. Jason Kulczynski
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Healing Through the Mass
Fr. Duane Stenzel
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Learning to Live in God's
Divine Will

Putting Faith and Hope
in Your Job Search
Robin Brun

Beyond the Veil
Fr. Thomas Loya

Renewing Our Faith
Dcn. Bill Brennan

Chaplet of Divine Mercy (3am) / Holy Rosary (3:20am)

Mary Pyper
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The Catholic Take
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5th) Vicki McGrath / The
Good News Hour: Personal
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Your Health
Fr. Vincent Euk

Talks of Pope Francis

Liturgy of the Hours (Vespers), Holy Rosary, Vatican News

The Catholic "Take" on
Truth & Culture
Fr. Peter Pilsner

Katy Moran
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Gospel of Life:
Pro-Life Issues
Priests for Life

Dr. Warren Hebert

Family Caregiving
(A Kindergarten of The
Divine Will)
Depalma
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Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Holy Rosary, Music & Inspiration

John Wright

Be Your Best As A Catholic
Christian

Spirit and Truth Live

Food for the Journey - Sr. Ann Shields / Vatican News

Angelus, Midday Office of the Liturgy of the Hours & Holy Rosary

Steve Koob
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of Life in America

Fr. Vincent Euk

Talks of Pope Francis

Healing Through the Mass
Fr. Duane Stenzel
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Apologetics
Jimmy Seghers

Spirit and Truth
Joe Patch

The School of Mary

Healing through the Mass
Fr. Duane Stenzel
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Dcn. Bill Brennan

Renewing Our Faith

A Light In the World
Christine Rossi

Francesca Franchina

Steve Koob

Quest for a Culture
of Life in America
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Jon and Evelyn Bean

Dcn. Adrian Marchi & Suzy Kelly
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Healing Through the Mass
Fr. Duane Stenzel

Fr. Vincent Euk

Writings of Pope Francis

Thomas Zordan

Priest for Life

Gospel of Life

Faith and Finance

John Acquaviva

Faith and Sport
Dcn. Bill Brennan

Renewing Our Faith

Liturgy of the Hours
(Vespers)
Holy Rosary, Litany

Fr. Peter Pilsner

Grant Fenske

Ken Huck

Penny Antill

Mary Pyper

Prayer Time

Kathie Duggan

Sacred Treasures
In The Church

Katie Moran

Beyond Fatima

Renewing Our Faith
Dcn. Bill Brennan

Be Your Best
John Wright

Francesca Franchina

Hearty Recipes for Life and
Love

God's Word Alive and Active
Tom Webb

Alyssa Bormes

Dan Jurek

Brokenhearted

Roy Schoeman

Kaleidoscope

Fr. Peter Pilsne

Jesus: the Promised
Messiah of Judaism

Live with Passion
Fr. Cedric Pisegna

The Catholic "Take" on
Truth & Culture
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Fr. Dan Reehil
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Fr. John Fletcher

God's Word Alive and Active
Tom Webb

8:30AM

July 1, 2022

Roy Schoeman

Jesus: the Promised
Messiah of Judaism

Carmelite

Cynthia Zack

Joe Patch

Spirit and Truth Live

John Wright

Be Your Best

Beyond Fatima
Katy Moran

SUNDAY

God's Word Alive and Active
Tom Webb

Fr. Peter Pilsner

The Catholic Take

Priests for Life

Gospel of Life

Mary Pyper

Marian Apparitions

Liturgy of the Hours
(Vespers), Holy Rosary,
Litany

Annie Karto

Vigilant Hearts

Beyond the Veil
Fr. Thomas Loya

Sacrifice of the Holy Mass

Roy Schoeman

Jesus: the Promised
Messiah of Judaism

Fr. John O'Brien

Divine Mercy Diary

God's Word Alive and Active
Tom Webb

Fr. Joseph Iannuzzi

Learning to Live in God's
Divine Will

Dr. Patrick DiVietri

Carmelite Teresian
Spirituality

The Word of God
Dr. Florinda Iannace

Beyond the Veil
Fr. Thomas Loya

EASTERN

6:00AM

5:00AM

4:00AM

3:00AM

2:00AM

1:00AM

Midnight

11:05PM

11:00PM
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9:00PM

8:00PM

7:00PM

6:00PM

5:00PM

4:00PM

3:00PM

2:00PM

1:20PM

1:00PM

Noon

11:00AM

10:00AM

9:30AM

9:00AM

8:30AM

Lauds
& Bishop Glen Provost

Sacrifice of the Holy Mass

8:00AM

Morning Prayer &
Holy Rosary

Morning Prayers & Holy Rosary

7:00AM

EASTERN

7:30AM

SATURDAY

Food for the Journey, Sr. Ann Shields

Healing Through the Mass
Fr. Duane Stenzel
Go to Joesph
Katie Moran

FRIDAY

Mary Queen of Peace
Fr. John Fletcher

Angelus, Holy Rosary with Various Bishops, Litany

WEDNESDAY

8:00AM

TUESDAY

Morning Office of the Liturgy of the Hours (Lauds) and Preparation for Holy Mass

Living the Lectionary
Various Presenters

MONDAY

Morning Prayers

Full Rosary

Pope John Paul II

SUNDAY

7:30AM

7:00AM

6:30AM

6:00AM

CENTRAL
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Listen LIVE 24/7 at: radiomaria.us
Call-in Studio Line: 866-333-MARY (6279)

Radio Maria USA
Board of Directors

Carlo DiMaggio . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Fr. Dan Reehil . . . . . . . . . Priest Director
Alicia del Cid . . . . . . . . World Family Rep
Mary Pyper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
John Tumminello . . . . . . .Board Member
Jeannie Petrus . . . . . . . . Board Member
Mary Snyder . . . . . . . . . .Board Member
On-Air: Toll Free:
866-333-6279 (MARY)
Office:
Radio Maria
601 Washington Street
Alexandria, LA 71301
Toll Free: 888-408-0201
Fax: 318-449-9954
email: info.eng@radiomaria.us
website: radiomaria.us
Radio Maria Frequencies
580 AM - Alexandria, LA
1360 AM - New Iberia, LA
89.7 FM - Natchitoches, LA
91.1FM - Lake Charles, LA
88.1 FM - D’Iberville, MS
1250 AM - Port Arthur, TX
1600 AM - Springfield, OH
103.3 FM - Dayton, OH
88.7 FM - Anna, OH
88.1 FM - Hollidaysburg, PA
91.3 FM - Peshtigo, WI
91.9 FM - Miami, FL
Radio Maria was born as a parish radio
in 1983 in the Diocese of Milan, Italy. Its
purpose was to keep parishioners informed and to help them through prayer,
the daily Mass and the Rosary. But it
quickly grew in popularity into other
countries. Radio Maria began broadcasting from its first English-speaking
station in the US on May 25, 2000 in Alexandria, La. It has since expanded to
include 11 frequencies in six other states

St. Anne Novena Continued from page 3
Please help me, St. Anne, to not waste my suffering, but to instead, lay it at the foot of the
cross and carry it courageously throughout my
days.

•. Please use my donation to help
Fr. Iannuzzi make many, many
more podcasts on the Divine Will!
Thanks! – Eleanor D.

Please pray that Jesus will relieve even an
ounce of the pain I feel, and that He will accept
my suffering, and use it as He wills. Please pray
that He will teach me to love through this cross.

• I love Father Iannuzzi‘s
work in teaching about the
gift of God’s Holy Divine Will!
Thank you for airing him.Fiat! -Christine Z., Syracuse, NY

Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).
But most of all, please pray that I may be open
to God’s will the way that you were, and that I
will be able to wait with patience, perseverance
in faith and hope, and with absolute trust in the
Lord’s plan for me. Amen.

Day 7

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual grandmother.
Please pray for me!
I come to you today feeling weighted by the burden of my cross. I ask that you please pray that
God will help me carry this cross, and that He
will send me friends and family -- a community
-- to help me carry it. And in turn, please help
me to carry their crosses as well.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).
But most of all, please pray that I may be open
to God’s will the way that you were, and that I
will be able to wait with patience, perseverance
in faith and hope, and with absolute trust in the
Lord’s plan for me. Amen.

Day 8

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual grandmother.
Please pray for me!
I come to you today knowing that I have looked
all too often to things and people other than God
for my hope and consolation and support.
Please pray that God forgives me for those
times. And please pray that I will learn in this
waiting to trust in Him alone.
Please help me to remember God’s mercy and
His love for me, and please help me to pray,
“Jesus I trust in You,” every single day.
St. Anne, please pray that God alone will be my

Listeners’ Comments

ultimate source of hope, support and comfort.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here ).
But most of all, please pray that I may be open
to God’s will the way that you were, and that I
will be able to wait with patience, perseverance
in faith and hope, and with absolute trust in the
Lord’s plan for me. Amen.

Day 9

O St. Anne, you are my spiritual grandmother.
Please pray for me!
I come to you today asking that you pray for
me to become more grateful. Too many of my
prayers to God are when I come to Him and ask
Him for something.
Today, I ask you to help me remember to come
back to Him -- always, and to thank Him.
Even when He doesn’t answer my prayer in the
way that I had hoped. Even when I don’t understand His plan. And even when I don’t feel very
grateful.
I ask that you pray for me, St. Anne, to develop
this practice of gratitude to our Lord, and that I
may learn to thank Him in every circumstance
and situation.
Please pray for…
(Mention your intentions here).
But most of all, please pray that I may be open
to God’s will the way that you were, and that I
will be able to wait with patience, perseverance
in faith and hope, and with absolute trust in the
Lord’s plan for me. Amen.

• I would like to say thank you to
Radio Maria for bringing the podcast of Father Joseph Leo Iannuzzi
on air. I love his teaching about the
Learning to live in God’s Divine
Will. Your Catholic station is a big
blessing to me and to my family.
Prayers to Jesus through Mary. -Marlie J., Brentwood, CA

• I love listening to your station!
When I go to work in the morning
and leave for lunch and go back to
work! Love listening to Mary Pyper!
Thank you for doing all the work
that you do!! – Kathy U., St. Henry,
OH
• Love love the Blessed Mother
and so grateful for your work in the
vineyard! Please include our family
in your prayers. Ave Maria! -- Deirdre E., Spring Hill, TN.
• We wanted to help with expenses for Father Iannuzzi, talks on
your network and all the work you
do with spreading the Gospel. God
bless! -- Neil & Cathy C., Irving, TX

Congratulations to

Mary LeLeux

• Thank you, especially for Father
Iannuzzi’s program, Learning to
Live in the Divne Will. -- Anne W.,
Avon Park, FL
• Thank you sincerely for the endless information and beautiful talks
by Fr. Joseph Iannuzzi, Peter DePalma, Fr. Celso and the sisters.
Beautiful beautiful and priceless!
Thank you sincerely. -- Teresa L.,
Ireland

Crowley, Louisiana

winner of the

Our Lady of Fatima
statue giveaway!

Thanks to all who participated!

• Thank you to all who work and
volunteer at Radio Maria! What
an extraordinary gift we have from
Our Blessed Mother! It is an honor
to support her special ministry. -Carolyn B., Dallas, TX

Help Support Radio Maria
Radio Maria is 100% listener supported. It is through your prayers and donations that
Radio Maria is able to bring authentic Catholic programming to the world, day in and day out.
Please prayerfully consider making a contribution to help keep Our Lady’s radio on the air.
Radio Maria is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible.
No donation is too large or small.
To make a donation to Radio Maria,
Call toll free 1-888-408-0201
or
Mail to:
Radio Maria
601 Washington Street
Alexandria, LA 71301
or
use Zelle® at
Donate@radiomaria.us
or
Visit radiomaria.us/donate

601 Washington Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Non-Profit
US Postage
PAID
Alexandria, La
Permit #24

Listen to Radio Maria 24/7
There are several ways to listen to
Radio Maria throughout your day:
• Online at radiomaria.us
• On your Smart phone - the Radio Maria Play free app is available at radiomaria.us, Google Play, or the Apple App Store
• On the Radio (See list of frequencies on previous page.)
• On Alexa - say “Alexa, Open Radio Maria”
• On Music Platforms - including Spotify, iTunes, and Amazon
Music
• Call to listen to Radio Maria. Dial 1- 631-359-8743 - in the U.S
(For U.S. audience only. No extra cost, when using unlimited mobile minutes. Check your long distance plan if using a land-line).

iPhone

Android

